
Intent  

The Religious Studies Department curriculum is challenging and knowledge rich because we seek 
to empower all learners to acquire knowledge of world faiths, and develop their understanding 
and awareness of the beliefs, values and tradi�ons of individuals, communi�es and cultures and 
consider how these events have shaped the lives of the people and communi�es in which we live. 
Our curriculum is crea�ve and engaging because we enable students to explore ul�mate ques�ons 
about life and human existence and have the opportunity to reflect on the awe and wonder of the 
world in which we live. Our curriculum is meaningful and purposeful because we equip students 
with the skills that allows them to develop respect and tolerance of others irrespec�ve of the 
differences in beliefs, values, and culture so that they can take their place in the world with 
confidence and success. We aim to inspire and mo�vate students to make a posi�ve difference in 
the lives of those around them by giving learners confidence to be courageous advocates for those 
who suffer injus�ce and discrimina�on. 

 

 

Implementa�on  

Across all key stages, lessons are planned and delivered in a variety of ways ensuring that all 
learners can access and par�cipate in lessons. Interac�ve, prac�cal ac�vi�es encourage learners 
to discuss their ideas and extend their understanding of difficult concepts and challenging 
ques�ons. Lessons are well- sequenced to give learners the knowledge needed to understand new 
topics. Topics at KS3 and in KS4 Statutory RE make links to the ‘Religious Ques�ons’ in the 
Shropshire Agreed Syllabus for Religious Educa�on 2021-2026. The GCSE group at KS4 follow the 
AQA full course and complete an in-depth study of Chris�anity and Judaism for paper one and 
four topics for our Thema�c elements of the course for paper two. At KS5, learners follow the OCR 
A Level in Religious Studies (H573) component. Through the development of knowledge and 
understanding learners are equipped with the skills appropriate to a specialist study of religion. In 
delivering the three components for the course, Philosophy of Religion, Religion and Ethics and 
Development in Chris�an Thought, lessons are planned to develop an understanding and 
apprecia�on of religious thought and its contribu�on to individuals, communi�es, and socie�es. 
Regular assessment of knowledge and skills iden�fies priori�es for interven�on or further focus, 
with Session 3 used for learners in need of supplementary support, or to encourage learners to 
further extend their learning, for example through Ethical Deba�ng or through the Bar Mock Trial. 
This ensures that learners possess a steady founda�on on which to base their summa�ve 
examina�ons in Religious Studies as well as to prepare them for life in modern Britain. Teachers 
of Religious Studies access appropriate professional development and par�cipate in lesson 
observa�ons, learning walks, scru�ny of the students’ books and conversa�ons with students to 
ensure that they are successfully implemen�ng the requirements of the Shropshire Agreed 
Syllabus and the specifica�on. 

 



Impact  

Outcomes within the Religious Studies Department are among the best in the school and stand 
out against na�onal comparison in terms of both atainment and progress. Uptake on courses at 
GCSE and Sixth Form is pleasing, with some learners pursuing higher educa�on studies in the field 
and related areas such as Law. Furthermore, our students express a high level of enjoyment and 
engagement with the subject. Enrichment groups have been established to cul�vate a wider 
interest in the subject. We also use visi�ng speakers from groups and organisa�ons as well as visits 
to places of worship, museums, and other areas of regional and na�onal interest to contextualise 
and bring learning alive for learners. The empathy and tolerance of our learners is evidenced in 
their posi�ve a�tudes in class and around the school as well as in the voluntary work and 
charitable fundraising which many of them pursue. 

 

Subject contact  

Head of Religious Studies – Mrs Mariane Antwi – Mantwi@tsonline.net 
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